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In memory of Prof. Waldemar L. Olszewski

This is Waldemar as we know him:
incorruptibly believing on his own experi-
ence; which revolutionized conventional
ideas concerning basic facts on physiology
and pathology of tissue function. He was
the first who described the contractility of
normal lymphatics, and was a scientific pio-
neer in many other subjects, e.g. the long-
term treatment of recurrent erysipelas with
antibiotics, or the implantation of silicone
tubing for treatment of advanced lymphede-
ma, his broad and brilliant knowledge of
bacteriology and immunology and his open
mind for social problems in the whole
world made him to a unique personality, far
beyond the well-known lymphologist.!

In spite of his interest in basic biology
he was always open for problems of the
basis, promoting courses how to treat lym-
phedema in the community and performed
some important studies concerning the con-
servative treatment of lymphedema
patients, together with his female partner,
Dr. Zaleska. When the International
Compression Club (ICC) invited him to
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support one of their educational meetings
he never refused to give a presentation and
to provide us with a manuscript which were
all accepted a printed in Veins and
Lymphatics.>?

I had the privilege being invited to write
a chapter in one of his books and, working
in Vienna, to see his grandson in my prac-
tice; since Waldemar’s daughter was mar-
ried to an Austrian also living there.

I may express my deep condolences to
his family and to Dr Zaleska and promise
that we will never forget Waldemar.
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Prof. Waldemar L. Olszewski [photo by
Anna Karolina Heinrich - Own work, CC
BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.
org/w/index.php?curid=25487710].
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