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Introduction

The medieval (640-670 AD) necropolis of Vicenne-
Campochiaro is related to a nomadic Eurasian group
identified with the Avars (cf. Belcastro et al., 2003). Among
the 130 skeletons, we studied the skeleton of the grave 57,
because of some features of the burial (marginal position
of the burial and superficial position of the skeleton)
(Ceglia, personal communication) and the absence of

parts of the skeleton (skull, patellae, some foot bones).
Some pathological condition allowed us for hypothesizing
interpersonal violence.All these features might indicate a

case of anomalous burial (cf. Murphy, 2008; cf. Belcastro et
al., 2003).

Materials and Methods

The map shows the marginal position of the tomb
(Fig.1). The skeleton was in supine position. Restoration
and anthropological study were conducted following

the common anthropological methods (cf. Buikstra and
Ubelaker, 1994). For age estimation the degree of sacral
vertebral body fusion (Belcastro et al., 2008) was also
studied. Also the paleopathological study was performed
(cf. Fornaciari and Giuffra, 2009; Lovell, 1997).

Results

The skeleton, a young adult male (25-30 years old), lacked,
in situ, of the skull, of all the phalanges of the left foot, of
the intermediate (except hallucial intermediate phalange)
and distal phalanges of the right foot, and of the patellae
(Fig. 2), that could be intentionally taken away peri or
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Fig. 1. Map of the necropolis: tomb 57 in red.

Fig. 2. State of conservation of the skeleton of tomb 57.
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post mortem.The skeleton showed scoliosis (Fig. 3) and
dislocation of the right hip, that caused an ambulatory
deficit. Fractures of the right humerus and radium, and
of left ulna (parry fracture) attributable to interpersonal
violence (Fig. 4) were also observed.

Fig. 3. Scoliosis.

Fig. 4. Left ulna with “parry fracture”.

Discussion

A whole analysis has to be performed to correctly
interpret archaeological and anthropological evidences of +
the necropolis but the marginal position of the burial and

the superficial position of the skeleton, could indicate a ’
particular social role of the individual.

A detailed analysis of the graves distribution in the
medieval cemeteries was carried out by Kiszely (1979) in
relation to the social role of the individuals. In the case of
.57 also the absence of some parts of the skeleton, the
ambulatory deficit and the interpersonal violence allowed
us for hypothesizing a particular social role of the individual
also after death (cf. Murphy, 2008; Belcastro and Ortalli, ’
2010). -
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