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Figure 1.

6604 records identified through
database searching

3810 duplicate records excluded

!

2794 records screened
(title and abstract)

2766 records excluded

!

29 full-text articles
assessed for eligibility

!

16 studies included
in qualitative synthesis

l

15 studies included
in quantitative synthesis
(meta-analysis)

13 records excluded for the following reasons:

-history of prostatitis not an endpoint of the
study (n=1);

-histological evidence of inflammation and not
clinical prostatitis as study endpoint (n=4);

-review article (n=2) or systematic review
(n=1);

-prostatitis as an exclusion criterion for the
study; (n=1)

-raw case vs. control data allowing odds ratio
calculation and pooled analysis not disclosed

(n=1);

-study performed on the basis of presence
(cases) or absence (controls) of prostatitis,
with cancer as “exposure” (n=1);

-exposure to sexually transmitted infection did
not include prostatitis (n=1);

-not a case-control study (n=1)
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